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-The first· weel{end ·in Oc<to.b�r 1990, four teams were gathered ·in Drumhadrochi t, 
they were to take part.in tlw first major hunt for the monster since the 1987 
Operation Deeps can. t:Jilliam Hill, a large bookmaki'ng firm, had put· up a p·riz e  o.f 
£250,000 for anyone producing proof of the monster's existence during the weekend. 
lain Bishop, deputy keeper of zoology from the Natural History Museum� had been 
invited along to verify any claim ma(e. The respective team were led by; Screaming 
Lord' Sutch, And:�, Gray, Alan ·Hariratty and Daniel Isted : For younger and overseas 
members bf NIS 'pe'rhaps I should . try to explain Lord Sutch. About t:Qirty years ago he 
was a somewhat out�ageous pop �lriger ·�ho enjoyed s6me suc�css. Some �e�rs late� he 
enter�d the political field: .. forming the Monster Raving LoonY. Party. Over the years 
he has stood in dozens of eiec'tions, ·always losing his qe'posit, and al�1ays has a� eye 

for pubtici ty. He c·onducts his campaigns in a sati rica l :, tongue-i'n-cheek, way, . the 
party name says it all. The publicity surrounding such an event' was an obvious . 
attraction to'Sutch. He was intending to use a bait of loony stew and· an old British 
Rail sandwich, b�cked up wi �h a special whistle which produced the rnatink call of the· 
monsters! 

David Isted; a ·company magazine editor� was going to use a crystal and divine 
wher� the creatures· were. Most will think that this *as alsb one of �he �fringe' 
attempts, but divining and dowsing have a 1 ng hi�tory of

-
success in �arious fiblds� 

Winif�cd (Freddie) Cary of Strone, ov�rlooking Urquhart Bay, has for many years been 
able to·divine using a pendant over a map.: Claiming to be able to pinpoint the· 
monsters in the loch. I· am not sure about that, but I ·know she had success wi·th her 
late husband, Basil. In the days of the Loch ·Ness InvestigKtion Basil had the· 
reputation of bei'ng somethi'ng of a r�velier, iikihg the ·whisky. Some evenings he and 
his friends would quietly do the rounds, stal"ting at the Glenurquhart Lodge and 
moving on to one or other residence. Freddie was not unduely·. worried by this, as she 
always said. she only needed to consult the ma� with her pendant and �t� knew where 
Basil was. q�e night while·doing that she becnmc puzzled', and a little worried. The 
pendant insisted that Basil was in the middle of Urquhart Bay. She called friends 
who investigated. Sure enough Basil was in.the middle of the bay, but safe. He had 
returned earlier with a couple of pals and gone straight down the hill to his yacht 
'Smuggler'. They haq cast off ·and were quietly drifting round in the dark, drinking 

and reminiscing. Fortunntely it was a calm windless night. So perhaps divining for 
a mons tor should not be too lightly dismissed� although it is one thing to be able· ·to 

say, 'It's down there •, and another mattc;r to prove. it. Anyway David was. using a 
piece cf tourmaline as a pendant, he was to.take to the wat6r in ·his yach� and ·be 
guided by whichever way i � spun. He said he had an adv£ .. i1tage over .t he othe.r-·s, "Ncssie 
obviously .does not lj.Y.e noise so we will be nailing down the loch so as not to frighten 
the monster". 

Andy Gr�y was leadir.g c tenm from Occanscnn, an Aberdeen based firm suppling 
underwate� surveying equipment to the oil industry. ·As·managing director he had 
brought ths 6raft 'Ecbs' to th� loch, its crew was very well used to using the vast 
array ·of sonar and video equipment that was fitted aboard. 'Expertly trained, they may 

have been more nt home on an oi'l rig-, but were determined to enjoy thn weekend. Was 
it just a pubiic relations exer·cise? Not renlly And�l .said , while it would demons.trutc 

the e'fficiency of the equipment' it \11QS not likely that 2hyone seeking oil off Aberdeen 

wo uLd employ the firm on tnc sti�·ength of work done at Loch N•::ss. 

Alan Hanra�ty n di;ing supervisor, also from Aberdeen, headed the team .cnlling 
the�mselves th� ROVers, ROV stDnding for Remote Operated Vehicle. They had a submersible 
an� video recorders. TtG_r vehicle, 'The Dart', had been successful three month� ago_ 
i� locating a cargo of dange�ous chemicals·which Went down in the English Channel. 

It was ::.. wet ovcr�ast w��okcnd · c:md October nt Loch N··-�·ss is not the-) warmest of 
mct>nths, h01r1ever things went off' fairly \vell. Not too surprisingly I:...�.i Bishop was not . . . 
called on to adjudicate, but he 'had not expect'cd to h� overwhelmed by evidence. ThE;:: 

teams were based at Temple Pier, . Urquhart Bay, ·this has been used for a numbel .. of 
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previous expeditions. However the limited period of this effort was not really 
conducive to produc ing results, whil8 the organizers made the most of the publicity 
available. The big prize was withdrawn after the weekends but replaced with one of 
£25,000. This will stand for three years, the first pr8of of the mor.ste�s prcduceq 
within that time will cntit1e the cl'nimept t·o the i;ri.ze, subject to verification by 
the N atural History Museum. Hills have also reduced the odds on finding the monster 
from 500-1 to 100-1, for anyone wishj_ng to place a bet. · But I believe any bet laid. 
would only cover 12 months. 

NIS nt the Lochside 

' I 

Not the Loch to start, but the Lake. I have a letter from Paul Thom�s, who �1ves 
in Easton-in-Gordano, Avon. At the·end of August 1990 he visited Lake Bala to see if 
he could fi�d out abou t any new developments. He first ask� d in the t-ourist information 
centre if there had been any recent sigh tings. The laJy·there appeared �o be most 
embarrassed and muttered something about. one of the locqls, "-c.c.ys tc _;- :;c:ps seeing 
something". She eventually told Paul that it was a hump that was reported, but that 
she �elieved it to be a large pike. Paul then asked the man hiring boats if he had 
seen anything. He made a joke of it, saying it all bega.,n· with two men on their r:o .ad 
home from the �Jhi tc Lion. . Paul says it seems there . is ·something uni sual in the lake, 
but the locals are not keen to discuss it, in fact they do not seem keen on outsiders 
anyway. He says, "This re action is interesting since it effectively nBils the story 
that these tales of monsters are invented by loc als to boost their tourist trade��' 

Brian Herring dropped a note in September with news of his rec�nt trip to the loch. 
He had just returned from two weeks with the Loch Ness & Morar ProjQ ct, . his first stint 
with the Project after a bre ak of 5 y�ars. He stil� finds the ecology of the loch 
fascj.nating . He liked the update d offical exhibition with· video and ti1pe· commentary. 
He thought it good value for money, but suggested they shoul'd have retained the large 

relief model of the loch, which he considered_one of the best exhibits in the original . 
The Oceanogr�phic Institute arrived at the loch in early September and set up base at 
Achnahannet �or a month, to research wave pntterns, he believe� �· Tl1e equino�tal gales 
suddDnly commenced about 17th September, which interfered with Project wo:rk. On one 
of his days 'off' he was taken to the Crofting Museum in

. 
Atriachan village. He 

recommends a visit to anyone. The chnrming old lady who runs �he village Post Off.iGe 
look s after·it, she is Ka therine Stewart, author of several books on-crofting. 

I have a longe r letter from Stove F�ltham "'ho :has recently joined us. His 

inte rest in Loch Ness began whe n ,  as a youngster� he·visitcd the LNI headquarters ·at 
Achrnahannet. They ccesed operations in 1972, so Stevc must have been there in their 

last season. Over the ye ars he was encouraged by several family visits to� and on, 
the loch. In 1985 he spent his two weeks sun1mcr holiday camped alone- on the old jetty 
beLow Invcrfaragaig. Long days by the l ochside with just a. camera and binoculars, 
an� long evenings walking. to and from the Dares Inn. He saw nothing himself then, but 
heard of several reporte d sightings from local p�oplc i�o had spent many years on that 
quiet side of the loch. He was unable to return to th� J.och until 1?88, then only for 

8 week. Once again spent on the Inverfaragnig pier. He was bnck ����� in August 1990, 
and he :::nys f�r more organised. He had recently n.cquired e.. nm4 V.W. van, and by 

putting a camp bed in the back nlong with all his other genr, he was well equipped to 

spend three weeks watching at the loch. The van transformed the time spent there. 

He said he could move eAsily around the loch and sleep pr�tty much wherever he was. I 

would just point out here, that having a van rather �han a motorcarav&n would make that 

more possible. While many motorcarav0ns do just stop overnight at various- places round 

the loch, it is frowned on by the authorities. Nos t l2.y- bys having 'no overnight 
parking ' notices in �hem. Steve had hired a video cawera with a x8 zoom lens from 

Inv�rness, he also had a telescope, a 35 mi r c?..mera with zoom lens, and some powerful 

ex-·militnry binocuJ�.rs. He spent nll his days in lay-bys around the loch, but cvent­

ua..1ly found that the place he liked to be most, for> all its convenience wns at Fort 

A�gustus. He found the gravel turning/parking place by the. Caladonian Canal entrance 

�deal for watchin g , and spent a lot of his time there. However on·two seperate days 

that he. had movc;d off to different nrccts of the loch, he hcR:i. ... d that a hump had been 

seen. from the snme olace th3 t he had so often pnrked his van. He says ''if only I had 

been. J.:here with my �ideo. . if only!" Steve sa id he made every effort to be· up and 

look�ng at first light, in a belief that is e good time for sightings. He did not see 

anything during his st:1y, unfortunately. But again h�} did meet a great number of 
sinc�re people who firmly believe the y hc.v0 seen something unex pl ained in the - loch . 

. 
He ma; t up with Doug l\1acfarlanc· and nlso Adrian Shine, whi.ch could lead to some future 
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involvement with the Project. He is alreedy making plans for this year. Ju�t a 
comment. .r know the canu.l entrance at--Fort Augustus., i:t· is a very nice _sp.ot an� I have 
watched from it. On occasion the o]_g LNI u�ed to pu{ a !ca!ne-ra van out there. Bu't I 
always �ave the feeling of' ·it bci .. g .toe nnl.�l.--ow and re::.tricting th

'
e ,si.d�ways v.icw. . . 

esp�cially to the left.  I su}?pos� it is not, 'as ariythii1g further away WOlild 'be· ·too "far 
f'or the equipment I ht;.ve t.� produce good r-esuJ. t:s. Moro of n real problqm .I feel, is 
the loch traffi c .. · Being right at the mouth of. the :c·anaJ. means all thq craft. come 
straight at you and pas� w�thin.a few feet. 'The aarly �atch is the way �ound tha� , but 
as soon ns things start �oving the problom arises. Steve suffered ·f'ro� the ' pop-up' 
syndrome . as so many before him seem to hav�. To mention. th6 old LNI again · � on a few 
occasions the 'pop-up' effect was noted. A camera and crew· would be out on st'ation all 
day nnd into thc , evening � after losing light ·the crews usually stayed. a little while 
longer, �oath to leave the �ntcr, and then drive back to Achnahannet. Then later in 
the evening there WOUld be a flnp, a hump/head-neck/wake had· beeQ seen Rfter the camera 
l.eft. Or someone would contact us the next day with the same story,

· 
something had been 

seen after the crew had �eft. Urquhart Bay seemod to be prone to that be�aviour. 
Myself I·have had·sfmilnr expe�iences during our holidays at the Abriachan P�er, stay­
ing by _the pier all one day, then the next going off. shopping of sightseeing, only to 
hear later that. �omcthing hRd bcf3n ·reported from the area while we were gone. Oth,er 
NIS members h�ve reported the srune thing over the years. I suppose the Ch�ffin vi.d<:!Q 
and the Boyds could be said to be another exrunplc of the 'pop-up' effe�t. For many 
years Alastair and Sue have watched the bay during their holidays with some very good 
eq�ipment. Then in June '89 the Cheffins. waiking nlong the road w�th a vid�o camera, 
see end record so.me -::hing in the loch. Now I think that maybe the key to the 'pop-up' 
syndrome. While there is someone with some expertiso watching th··s are able to dis­
tinguish and identify the normal.wind/wave· patterns ete:, the thingG . .  tlif:'.t cnn.be mis­
interpreted by the unexpcri.cnced. I feel that if Stc:ve nQe1 bf.�n w�· . ,,. �.:1g from the 
c·anr..l

. 
bank on those days that the humps. w�rc. reported, he would ha.ve ·seen them but 

woald have correctly identified them as crutser wakes, lnrge waves, on whatev�r. The 
Bo�ds have videced similar disturbances to that seen by the Chaffins, �ut in the 
k�owledge that wha,t they were seeing was a water fowl of some kind. 

Proposed _visits. Andreas Trottmnnn sends word that he will pe 
�
at the loch from 

May 6th til l l\1ay 23rd' he can be contacted At the Lewiston Arms Hotel or Tor-na-Brack . . . ,( 
cottage, nbove Lewiston. He is now the -owner of the bo�t 'Witch of the Mist', formerly 
cal�ed 'Ch<lrlotte M�yr then 'Witch of the. West'. It is a two berth with small galley 
and_portable.loo, and nn inboard diesel engine. Andrens says th�t he would m�ybe. rent 
it 1to interested nnd ::-eli.able members . . He will send relevant info1�ation in due course . 
He ·hopes to be on the loch every, day,' we

.
ath�r pcrmi tting. He says, 

. 
"It is j

.
ust q. . �mal1 

bo�t . but_it·opens quite some pos�ibilities for my rc�o�rch (end I iovc it!)." 
Henry Bauer sent a note saying thnt he and Ba.rbara expect to be at the Rosa's 

�halet at .Stroqe, from the 4th to the 18th May '91. No further information. 
Jayne Mitchcll wrote saying she doubts the Fordyce land theory. She thinks the 

sheer size and weight· of nny creature the supposed siz9 of Ncssie would hnve tremendous 
difficulty moving around o.n land especially the rough terrain around the loc·h. J aync 
will be at the loch for a.fortnight from A�g. 31st to Sept 14�h. They will be staying 
at the Ancarrnig Lodges at Drumnadrochi t. They \'iill have 10 x 

·so and· 20 x 50 
binoculars and a Pentax P30 camera with 25-70 mm lens. She also hopes to have a x2 
converter as v1ell. · She says she· is really looking forward to the visit as it is a 
couple of years.since she h�s been able to go� to the loch. 

I have not had any dircct.news from Bob Rines, but I did receive· a pos�card ·rpom 
Peter Byrne. Peter said he had. recently tnl}�ed to Bob and had been told that he was 
planning to make another stab et the Ness this summer. I hope tho.t' is correct , it 
would be good to.havE; Bob doing some more work at the loch. 

Alustair Boyd 
Alastair� sent the following in response to Erik Becjord � s corrL".:...:d.�.s in NIS 100. . 

"I do not agree wi.th. Erik Becjord that whatever· judy Chaffin says, or thinks'· before 

or during the shooting of the video is irrelevan t ' . I \o'lould remi_nd him .tha.t the film­
ed object was initially: .i dentified ·as a bird by .John Chnffin, who. would hav'c. had a 
much better view of �t with the nnked �ye than his wife w9uld have had through

.
the 

v1deo camera eyepiece. As I exolained in NJ:S 97, I think that·Mrs Chaffin's infectious 

· exci tmcnt hnd· an influence on her husbnnd' s perception. An'yone who is. not convinced 
that such influence is possible· should read Rich�rd Fre�e's bo6� 'Loch Ness' ;·in which 
he describes an expe riment he and a friend conducted scmc yeers'ago on.a lay�b� on the 
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A82 on the Inverness sj_de of Drumnndrochit. They se t up a camera on the low wall of the 
lay-by and ' beg�n to engage in pantomime, pointir�g cxcit:c(11y out into· the I'och �n<i panning 
the camera with gusto ' . Mr Frere records that 'the loch \'IRS fairlJ' rough,· sti �re d by a 
fresh north enst \'lind, and th_ t-Jakcs of a trio of trawlers wet·e churn:: .. r� u:> �bm� 
pleasantly s-uggestive mal.r;Tinl'. He Emd his friend were· anxious to find out in \'/hat way 
the sevcrnl carloads of t ouris ts who hed turned off the road into the l ay- by ' :! p. response 
to the camera nc".;ivi.ty had int-3rpreted the scene. App<.'.rent1y 'about a q�pftor of the 
assembly denied seeing anything other than a stormy loch, but their ntt�tua�� were less 
sce ptical than resentful; one or· two blamed short-· ..... �Lghtedness ahd hope:d .

' 
thnt something 

would show up in their photographs. Of the others all were unanimous t�at they had seen 
long, dark bodies, undulating humps. Two men shA.ring a good pP.ir of binoculars, contend­
ed stron gly that they had rn�dc out a thrashing tail and side flippers. As an example of 

mass misinterpretation the whole incident was remarkable'. Jn light of the above passage, 
Erik Beckjord ' s statement that 'her (Mrs Chnffin's) wotds carinot make � duck into a 
Nessic1 seems rather naive. 

Beckjord claims that my remarks on tho Chaffin film seemed to be ·most ly based 'on 
qomments by \rJilliamson, and not on nny direct, and good viewing of the video itself', on 
q. regular screen on TV'. Admittedly , I have not ha.d,the opp�rtunity of viewi ng the . 

driginal fil�, but I can nssure Beckjord thnt I ·have made a careful study of the film us 
�hewn on The G�rdcn Party' (BBC l, 8. 9. 89). This prugr·e.mme .��lso included an enlarged 
version of the film, made by the BBC, which Beckjord himself �ny not have seen; I might 
add that I also showed the fi lm and the enlargement of it to my broth�r , who is an 
experienced bird-watcher� particularly so in sea-watching (identifying birds at long range 
on water) . He had no doubt that the filmed object was a bird. Furthermore1 I monitored 
all of Beckjord's scaling experiments in Urquhart Bay last summeri nnd of the variety of 

towed objects that were used, the closest resemblance to the object and water disturbance 
in the Chaffin film was undoubtedly the decoy duck. Thi�.�ctually appeared to be slightly 
larger than the object in the Chaffin film, and the disturbance it cre ated was gre�ter 
too, as it was e vident ly �e!ng pulled too quickly through the water � 

Beckjord's unconvincing attempt to validnte the Chaffin film through comparison with 
his own video fj_lm· of 6th August 1983 is rnthcr ironic., f.' :!'l.ce he has actually made the 
srune mistnke with the Chaffin f:i.lm thnt·he made with his m'n. In both instances he has 
misinterpreted water birds as iarge heads. kis �lai� that he mistdok w�ves rather than 
water birds for plesiosaurs in '83 is only partially correct. He originaliy mistook a 
disturbance caused by water birds, for 'one plesiosaur with its head showing , swimming 
along, leaving a �ake', Beckjord and his erstwhile companion Anya Kurotchin were quoted 
as describin g  the shape as 'like a dog's head• 7 which makes an in t e resting comp�_rison with 
Garden Williamson's·description of the obj e ct in the Chaffin fi lm . Another point of 
interest in relation to Beckjord's '83 \ideo film is that when a BBC inte rvi ewer pointed 
out to Beckjord that what he had interpreted as three ple�io�aurs'looked to her like three 
shadows , he retor tcd, 'I 7 ve had five people behind· me ,s ayi ng they could see it. In fact, 

the hotel boy poin ted out the third one to us'. Richard Free's mass misinterpretation 
raises its he2d again. 

Be ckjo rd ' s scathing attack on the Nessletter (reported in NIS lOO) seems particularly 
inappropriate in the light of the fact that its editor has just ·reached the landmark of 
the lOOth issue {Actually, the 99th, since there was n; NIS 13) , ' 

·and s.hould be receiving 
congratulations rather th ·.n brickbats. The· Nessl . .: tter has p�aycd a unique role in 'docu­
menting the history of the investigation of Loch Ness as it has un·foldcd over the Jast 

17 years . Rip Hcpple took up the reins following the demis 8 of the LNI nnd has don� a 
sple ndid j ob in continuing to inform interested p0ople all around the worl d of what is 

going on at the loch. t.Vhat is more, he has r·enu:dned .impartial throughout, and allowed 
the Ness letter to be used as n forum by any intercs,ted party. All members of the NIS are 
encouraged to contribute their opinions9 �nd over the years, everything from 'the hull 
hypothesis' to 'tulpas' have been put forward as solution s to the mystery. No matter how 

odd others may consider his i�cas, Erik Beckjord has always been giv�n the opportunity to 
expr�ss his views in the Nes8lctter. pther cr�ptozoolqgicel publications have not treated 
him anything like as generously. Hence one might ha.vc expected Beckjord to show rather 

mcyre gra titude to the �ess letter than to calibrate its one hundrcth issue by launching a 

scathing attack on it."· 
· 

Well thats NIS' 101 fir.ished,  or perhaps as Alasthi� poin t ed out, NIS 100. It \vas 
very gratifying

. 
to receive the unsol

.
icited comments on th:: Ncr-slE;tters from hi�. 

'
As he 

said you ar.e nll cncou.�.. a.ged to. send your news and views for ·inc l us ion , svr.JCtimes th�$' ·do 

not get into the next i3�ue but most of them �re used eventually. My address is stilL:� 

R. R. Hepplc, 7 Hun tshicldfor<1, St J oh.ns Chap<�l, B.i:-:3hop Auckland, Co Durham, DL13 lRQ · 

Subscription, UK £2.75, North Americu $9.00. 
· Rip., 


